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The Great Gatsby Chapter 1
1. Notice how many times Fitzgerald uses the words hope, or dream. Why does he do this?


2. Nick starts the novel by relaying his father's advice "Whenever you feel like criticizing anyone, just remember that all the people in this world haven't had the advantages that you've had." List Nick's advantages.



3. Pay attention to time. What is the day and year during the first scene at Daisy's house?



4. Describe Nick. What facts do you know about him, and what do you infer about him? What kind of a narrator do you think he will be?


5. What image does the author use to describe Jordan Baker? What does it mean?


6. How does Nick react to Jordan?



7. What does Tom's behavior reveal about his character?


Quotes: Write down a quote, the page, and why it is important to this chapter. (page _______): 



Why it’s important:


The Great Gatsby Chapter 2

1. Describe the "valley of ashes." What does it look like and what does it represent?




2. Describe Mr. Wilson and Myrtle. Do they seem to fit into the setting?




3. What more have you learned about Nick in this chapter? Is he similar or different than the people he spends his time with?





4. Describe the violent act Tom committed against Myrtle. What does this reveal about him?





Quotes: Write down a quote, the page, and why it is important to this chapter. (page _______): 




Why it’s important:


The Great Gatsby Chapter 3
1. Pay attention to Nick's judgments. What do they reveal about his character that he does this (especially in relation to his opening comments)?



2. Describe Gatsby the first time Nick sees him.


3. What rumors have been told about Gatsby? Why does Fitzgerald reveal rumors rather than fact?





4. What does Nick think of Gatsby after meeting him?


5. How is Gatsby different from his guests?


6. Why does Nick choose to share his thoughts and feelings with Jordan?


7. Nick thinks he's one of the few honest people he knows, why? Do you think he is honest?



Quotes: Write down a quote, the page, and why it is important to this chapter. (page _______): 



Why it’s important:


The Great Gatsby Chapter 4
1. List all of the rumors told about Gatsby.



2. Why does Fitzgerald list all of Gatsby's party guests?


3. Why does Gatsby tell Nick about his life? Do you believe Gatsby? Does Nick?



4. What role does Meyer Wolfsheim play in the novel? Why is there so much focus on his nose and what does this tell you about Fitzgerald's politics?





5. What does Jordan's story of Daisy's marriage reveal about Daisy?





6. Why did Gatsby want Daisy to see his house?


7. Nick says, "There are only the pursued, the pursuing, the busy and the tired." What does Nick mean? How does each character in the novel fit into this schema?





Quotes: Write down a quote, the page, and why it is important to this chapter. (page _______): 
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