N  i  g  h  t  by Elie Wiesel
SECTION FOUR - Quotations
Read these quotations carefully, and answer the questions which follow.

1. “As if the choice were in our own hands.” (59)

a) To what “choice” is the author referring?

b) In whose hands is the choice?

c) What attitude is expressed in this quotation?

2. “(Later on they were taken from me just the same. But in exchange for nothing this time).” (59)
a) What is the “they” referred to here?

b) What is ironic about this event?

c) Earlier on the same page, the author also uses parentheses.  Why does he place these particular statements in parentheses?  (hint: what do these two statements have in common?)

3. “He paid us about as much attention as a dealer might who was just receiving a delivery of old rags.” (61)

a) Explain in your own words what this comparison means.

b) Write an original comparison which conveys the same idea as the one Elie Wiesel uses.

4. “We were lucky.” (61)
a) Note down two specific ways in which Elie and his father have been “lucky” since their arrival at Buna.

(i)

(ii)

b) In your opinion, what would be the most “unlucky” thing which could happen to them at this point?  (Think about your response here).

5. “The stomach alone was aware of the passage of time.” (64)
a) What attitude towards life is expressed in this sentence?

b) How does this indicate a change from Elie’s previous system of values?

6. “It was as though we had been taking part in some game where we each had our role to play.” (64)
a) What incident is Elie referring to here?  (i.e. what has just happened?)

b) This incident leads to Elie’s discovery of a secret.  What secret does he discover at this point in time? 

c) What information is added to this secret when he encounters the French woman years later in the Paris Metro?

7. “But alas, Franek knew where to touch me; he knew my weak point.” (67)
a) Who is Franek, and what is he demanding of Elie?

b) What is the “weak point” Elie refers to in this line?

8. “This sudden enthusiasm for work left us stunned.” (68)
a) What is the explanation for Idek’s “sudden enthusiasm for work”?

b) What seems to be a humorous event ends up having serious implications for Elie.  Why?

c) What has Elie learned from this experience?

9. “In our thoughts we were murdering him.” (71)
a) Why do they feel this way towards a fellow prisoner?

b) What does this incident show us about life in the concentration camp?

10. “Each bomb that exploded filled us with joy and gave us new confidence.” (72)
a) Does this strike you as an unusual response to the situation?  Why or why not?

b) Have the prisoners completely overcome their fear of death?  Explain your answer.

11. “I remember that I found the soup excellent that evening.” (75)
a) Why does Elie Wiesel remember this detail?

b) What does this mention of soup show us about Elie’s attitude at this point in time?

c) Looking back on this incident, do you think the author blames himself for this attitude?  If not, how does he interpret or evaluate his behaviour?

12. “That night the soup tasted of corpses.”  (77)

a) What incident causes this reaction in Elie?

b) Why does he feel differently as he sits down to dinner on this occasion, than he did on the occasion described in question 11?

c) What different aspect of Elie’s character and attitude does this line demonstrate?
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