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To Kill a Mockingbird – Pre-reading Discussion Guide
Part I.  Sentence Starters –Complete each sentence below. Responses will be discussed as a class. 

1. My idea of a hero is: _____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

2. America’s idea of a model family may be described as _______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

3. A defendant in a jury trial has the best chance of being found innocent if __________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Part II.  Pre-reading Survey – On the chart below, give your initial reaction to each statement by writing a “1” beside the statements with which you strongly agree, a “2” if you agree somewhat, a “3” if you disagree somewhat, or a “4” if you strongly disagree.  Then, discuss each statement with your group members, jotting down comments about a statement that aroused mixed feelings or about the wording of a particular statement.  Be sure to use reasoning and logic to back up your opinions. 

______ 1. All men are created equal 

Comments/Reasoning:

______ 2. Girls should act like girls.  

Comments/Reasoning:
______ 3. It’s ok to be different 

Comments/Reasoning:
______ 4. Under our justice system, all citizens are treated fairly in our courts of law 

Comments/Reasoning:
______ 5. The old adage, “Sticks and stones may break your bones but words will never hurt you,” is true.  
Comments/Reasoning:

______ 6.  A hero is born, not made
Comments/Reasoning:

______ 7.  No one is above the law
Comments/Reasoning:

______ 8. No one is all bad or all good. 
Comments/Reasoning:

