Of Mice and Men: Chapter 2 Reading and Study Guide

I. LITERARY ELEMENTS AND DEVICES
1. Give an example of the theme loneliness vs. friendship from chapter 2. Include citation.
2. Give an example of a simile from chapter 2.

3. Give an example of foreshadowing from chapter 2.

II. COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
1. According to the old man, why was the boss mad at George and Lennie?
2. What does George find in the box by his bed and what does he assume?
3. Describe the “stable buck.”  What physical attributes does he have?  What does the boss use him for?
4. What is Lennie’s last name? What is ironic about Lennie’s name?
5. What reason does George give for taking care of Lennie? 

6. What is George’s last name?
7. Who is Curley?
8. What does the swamper tell George about Curley’s left hand?
9. Describe Curley’s wife.
10. How does Steinbeck characterize Slim? What is his job on the ranch?  What are some of his character traits?
11. What did Slim do to four of his pups?  Why?
12. What does Lennie want George to ask Slim?
III. SHORT ANSWER:  On the back of this sheet, write a short paragraph responding to the following prompt.  Use at least two quotes from the book to support your answer.

Describe the atmosphere of the ranch and bunkhouse.  Be sure to include characteristics of different characters that were formally or informally introduced to us in this chapter.
