The Canterbury Tales “Prologue”

Vocabulary, Page 1

Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues (MAKE A GUESS!)

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text.  Read the sentence, use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what YOU THINK the underlined words mean.  Write your answer at the end of each sentence. 

1.  The veins are bathed in liquor of such power as brings about the engendering of the flower.

2.  And palmers long to seek the stranger strands of far-off saints, hallowed in sundry lands.

3.  It seems a reasonable things to say what their condition was, the full array of each of them, as it appeared to me.

4.  There was a knight, ... who from the day on which he first began to ride abroad had followed chivalry, truth, honour, generousness and courtesy.

5.  In fifteen mortal battles he had been and jousted for our faith at Tramissene.

6.  Just home some service, he had joined our ranks to do his pilgrimage and render thanks.

7.  He’d seen some service with cavalry ... and had done valiantly in little space of time, in hope to win his lady’s grace.

8.  Shield and sword hung at one side, and at the other slipped a jaunty dirk, spear-sharp and well equipped.

9.  Her way of smiling very simple and coy.

10.  She reached a hand sedately for the meat.

Part II: Determining the Meaning - Match the Vocabulary words to their definitions. (Look up the word if you need to.)  Be sure to print your answers clearly, using capital letters. 

1.    _____  engendering

A.  Dignified in character or manner

2.    _____  sundry


B.  A combat between two mounted knights using lances

3.    _____  array


C.  Bravely

4.    _____  chivalry


D.  Reserved, shy or modest

5.    _____  jousted 


E.  To bring into existence

6.    _____  render


F.  The medieval system, principles, and customs of knighthood

7.   _____  valiantly


G.  A dagger

8.   _____  dirk


H.  Splendid attire; finery; dress

9.   _____  coy



I.   To give what is due or owed

10. _____  sedately 


J.   Various; miscellaneous
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Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues (MAKE A GUESS!)

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text.  Read the sentence, use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what YOU THINK the underlined words mean. Write your answer at the end of each sentence. 
11.  She was so charitably solicitous she used to weep if she but saw a mouse caught in a trap.

12.  Supple his boots, his horse in fine condition.

13.  He was a prelate fit for exhibition.

14.  He liked a fat swan best, and roasted whole.  His palfrey was as brown is a berry.

15.  There was a Friar, a wanton one and merry.

16.  So glib with gallant phrase and well-turned speech.

17.  It’s a sure thing whenever gifts are given to a poor Order that a man’s well shriven.

18.  Should he give enough he knew in verity ... for many a fellow is so hard of heart.

19.  For in so eminent a man as he it was not fitting with dignity of his position, dealing with a scum of wretched lepers.

20.  He was ever prompt to arbitrate disputes on settling days (for a small fee) in many helpful ways.

Part II: Determining the Meaning - Match the Vocabulary words to their definitions. (Look up the word if you need to.)   Be sure to print your answers clearly, using capital letters. 

11.    _____    solicitous
A.  A woman’s saddle horse

12.    _____    supple

B.  To act as judge, decide disputes

13.    _____    prelate

C.  Absolve from sins

14.    _____    palfrey

D.  Performed with a natural, offhand ease

15.    _____    wanton 

E.  Expressing care or concern

16.     _____   glib

F.  The quality of being true, factual or real

17.    _____    shrive

G.  A high-ranking member of the clergy

18.    _____    verity

H.  Unrestrainedly excessive, luxuriant; frolicsome; playful

19.    _____    eminent

I.   Of high rank, distinguished

20.    _____    arbitrate 
J.   Easily bent; pliant 
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Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues (MAKE A GUESS!)

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text.  Read the sentence, use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what YOU THINK the underlined words mean. Write your answer at the end of each sentence. 

21.  Wary and wise ... discreet he was, a man to reverence.  Or so he seemed, his sayings were so wise.

22.  White as a daisy-petal was his beard.  A sanguine man, high-coloured and benign.

23.  He lived for pleasure and had always done ... in whose opinion sensual delight was the one true felicity in sight.

24.  Their knives were not tricked out with brass but wrought(shaped) with purest silver, which avouches. 

25.  Each seemed a worthy burgess, fit to grace a guild-hall with a seat upon the dais (raised platform).

26.  To be called ‘Madam’ is a glorious thought ... having your mantle carried, like a queen.

27.  The cause of every malady you’d got he knew ... he was a perfect practising physician.

28.  In his own diet he observed some measure; there were no superfluities for pleasure.  Only digestives, nutritives and such.

29.  Easily on an ambling (strolling) horse she say, well wimpled up, and on her head a hat. 

30.  Who truly knew Christ’s gospel and would preach it ... benign and wonderfully diligent, and patient when adversity was sent. 

Part II: Determining the Meaning - Match the Vocabulary words to their definitions. (Look up the word if you need to.)   Be sure to print your answers clearly, using capital letters. 

21.    _____    discreet

A.  To declare the provable truth or validity of; affirm

22.    _____    sanguine
B.   Tactful

23.    _____    felicity

C.   A citizen of an English borough

24.    _____    avouches
D.   Illness; trouble

25.    _____    burgess

E.   A loose, sleeveless coat worn over outer garments; a cloak

26.     _____   mantle

F.   Great happiness; bliss

27.    _____    malady

G.   Of a healthy, reddish color

28.    _____    superfluities
H.   Things that are not necessary

29.    _____    wimpled
I.     Of a kind and gentle disposition

30.    _____    benign 

J.     Wrinkled 
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Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues (MAKE A GUESS!)

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text.  Read the sentence, use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what YOU THINK the underlined words mean. Write your answer at the end of each sentence. 

31.  He did not set his benefice to hire ... he stayed at home and watched over his fold.

32.  He was a shepherd and no mercenary.

33.  His business was to show a fair behavior ... unless indeed a man were obstinate.

34.  As the gospel bade him, so did he, loving God best with all his heart and mind.  Then his neighbor and himself, repined.

35.  His mighty mouth was like a furnace door.  A wrangler (someone who argues nosily and angrily) and buffoon, he had a store of tavern stories, filthy in the main.

36.  All caterers might follow his example in buying victuals; he was never rash whether he bough on credit or paid cash. 

37.  Show him how to live on what he had debt-free ... or be frugal as he might desire.

38.  He had been under contract to present the accounts ... no one had ever caught him in arrears.

39.  He had grown rich and had a store of treasure ... yet out it came to pleasure his lord with subtle loans or gifts of goods.  

40.  A curse should put a guilty man in dread, for curses kill, as shriving brings, salvation.  

Part II: Determining the Meaning - Match the Vocabulary words to their definitions. (Look up the word if you need to.)   Be sure to print your answers clearly, using capital letters. 

31.    _____   
benefice

A.  A person given to clowning and joking

32.    _____    
mercenary 

B.  Food fit for human consumption 

33.    _____   
obstinate

C.  An unpaid, overdue debt

34.    _____   
repined


D.  Complained

35.    _____   
buffoon

E.   Not immediately obvious, operating in a hidden way

36.     _____  
victuals

F.   Obtaining absolution for sins

37.    _____   
frugal


G.   Thrifty 

38.    _____   
arrears


H.   Difficult to manage, control

39.    _____   
subtle 


I.     A church office endowed with fixed capital assets that provide a 

40.    _____   
shriving

        living





   J.     One who serves or works merely for money
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Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text.  Read the sentence, use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what YOU THINK the underlined words mean. Write your answer at the end of each sentence. 

41.  We should beware of excommunication ... as if it were a shield.

42.  Thus, as he pleased, the man could bring duress.

43.  By his flatteries and prevarication made monkeys of the priest and congregation.

44.  He many not flinch although it were his brother, he many as well say one word as another.

45.  Yet there is no scurrility in it.

46.  Indeed, there’s little pleasure for your bones riding along and all as dumb as stones.

47.  Well, our opinion was not long deferred.

48.  We all agreed to it at any rate and bade him issue what commands he would 

49.  And please don’t treat my notion with disdain.

50.  We promised to be ruled by his advice ... unanimously thus we set him up in judgement over us. 

Part II: Determining the Meaning - Match the Vocabulary words to their definitions. (Look up the word if you need to.)   Be sure to print your answers clearly, using capital letters. 

41.    _____   
excommunication

A.   To betray pain with an involuntary gesture

42.    _____    
duress



B.   To treat with contempt

43.    _____   
prevarication 


C.   Vulgar or abusive language

44.    _____   
flinch



D.   Being in complete harmony or accord

45.    _____   
scurrility 


E.    Constraint by threat; coercion

46.     _____  
dumb



F.    Straying from or evading the truth; equivocate 

47.    _____   
deferred 


G.   Postpones; delayed

48.    _____   
bade



H.   To deprive of the right of church membership by

49.    _____   
disdain


       ecclesiastical authority 

50.    _____   
unanimously


I.     asked

     




  J.    silent  
